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Abstract

Poverty eradication has become an issue of major concern in the 21st Century
as a result of the global economic recession. Different strategies and
programmed have been organized by different groups, communities and
nations to put an end to this menace that is eating deep into the economic
stability of all nations of the world. In Nigeria for instance, there is The
National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP), established in the year
2001 to tackle this problem. Language is the basic tool for communication and
no human life can exist without communication, Language is very important
in any discussion of poverty reduction because it determines who has access to
educational, political and economic resources. The French language is one of
the most spoken languages in the world. In this era of Globalization, the
teaching and learning of French language is becoming more important as the
nations of the world come together to find solutions to poverty. This paper
examines how the teaching and learning of French Language can help in
reducing or totally eradicating poverty in the 21st century under the following
sub-headings; Definition of poverty, Poverty and its effects in the 21st century,
Causes of poverty, Language as a tool in poverty alleviation , The history of
the French language, The status of the French language in the 21st Century,
The importance of the French language, The French language as a tool in
poverty alleviation and Conclusion.
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Introduction

Theoretical Framework:

The importance of languages, particularly French, in the global effort to lessen poverty and its
negative effects on society cannot be overstated. This is true as countries around the world
attempt to implement various policies and initiatives. People need communication to understand
one another, which makes it an essential tool in their lives. Any nation that wants to win the fight
against poverty must adapt to the current globalized world and make sure that all of its people,
especially the younger generation, can communicate in a language that is widely spoken
throughout the world, like French. In the twenty-first century, being multilingual or bilingual is
essential, particularly in developing nations like Nigeria. The ECOWAS, WHO, and other
organizations are in French, and members are required to understand and speak this fluently.

The History of the French Language

French is a Romance language belonging to the Indo-European family. Its modern form has been
shaped by a long and complex history. The French language has evolved over the centuries, and
understanding this evolution requires delving into the annals of time.

Early History: The Latin language that the Romans spoke in Gaul (present-day France) is where
French originated. As Rickard points out, Germanic and Celtic languages had an influence on the
development of the Latin spoken in Gaul Rickard (2020). The Old French language, which was
spoken from the ninth to the fourteenth century, was founded on this combination.

French in the Middle Ages: Middle French emerged as a result of major changes that Old French
underwent during the Middle Ages.

Wells contends that the Chanson de Roland and other literary works played a major role in the
era's linguistic standardization (Wells 55). The language of the French court and literature was
Middle French.

Early Modern French: The change to Early Modern French occurred during the Renaissance.
This period in the development of the language was characterized by a growing vocabulary and
linguistic refinement, with influences from classical texts and the Italian Renaissance. According
to Wells, linguistic stability was aided by the creation of the Académie Française in the 17th
century and the writings of François Rabelais. Wells (2015).

Modern French: Attempts to promote uniformity and simplify grammar in the 18th century gave
rise to the development of Modern French. As Rickard goes on to say, the French Revolution and
Napoleon's reign served to further cement linguistic uniformity (Rickard 85). Speaking all over
the world, Modern French is now the official language of France and is an essential diplomatic
and cultural tool.

The French Language's Position in the Twenty-First Century

With a rich historical heritage, the French language maintains its prominence on the international
linguistic scene in the twenty-first century. Its position in the modern world can be analyzed
from a number of angles, such as its influence on culture, economy, and global reach.
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Global Reach: The French language continues to be one of the most extensively spoken
languages in the world in the twenty-first century. With an estimated 300 million speakers
worldwide, French is the second most learned language after English, as noted by Crystal (2000).
French is the lingua franca in many places, particularly in Africa and some parts of Asia, so its
linguistic reach goes far beyond the boundaries of France.

Cultural Significance: The preservation and propagation of French art and culture depend
heavily on the French language. Famous books, thought pieces, and motion pictures add to the
allure of French culture around the world. According to Smith, the French language serves as a
means of cultural transmission in addition to being a language of communication. Smith (2012).
French literature continues to be influential and frequently translated, spanning from the works
of modern writers like Marcel Proust and Albert Camus to the classics like Voltaire and Molière.

Economic Influence: The French language is important economically in today's globalized
world, particularly in international trade and diplomacy. France has a significant economic
presence and is a major player in the European Union.

French is one of the six official languages of the UN, as Johnson noted, and it continues to be
very important in diplomatic relations Johnson (2018). Furthermore, French multinational
companies like Total and L'Oréal significantly boost the world economy, highlighting the
importance of the language in international commerce.

Education and Technology: The French language has become widely used in these fields.
French language courses are offered by many universities worldwide, and French universities
like the Sorbonne still draw students from other countries. French-language media and content
are essential to the language's vitality in the digital age. Lopez points out that the accessibility of
online materials, websites in French, and social media platforms has increased the use of French
in communication. Lopez (2016a).

The state of the French language in the twenty-first century is a reflection of its many functions
as a language of communication across borders, a vehicle for cultural expression, an engine of
the economy, and a key component of technology and education. Its enduring significance in the
contemporary world is highlighted by its continued relevance.

The French Language's Significance

With its long history and widespread use, the French language is essential to many facets of
contemporary life, from international diplomacy to cultural influence. Its significance is
profoundly embedded in the following domains:

Cultural Significance: French is frequently praised for being a sophisticated and cultured
language. Bennett notes that there is a strong connection between the French language and the
arts, ranging from fashion and cuisine to literature and film Bennett (2017). It is a vehicle for the
expression of thoughts and feelings, and French writers such as Victor Hugo and Albert Camus
have left a lasting legacy of influential works that cut over linguistic boundaries. Millions of
tourists visit France each year, drawn by its famous landmarks, which include the Eiffel Tower
and the Louvre that contributes significantly to the global cultural heritage.
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Diplomacy and International Relations: French is acknowledged as one of the official
languages of several international organizations, such as the European Union and the United
Nations, and it occupies a significant position in international diplomacy. According to Smith,
France is a major influence on international policy and participates actively in world affairs.
Smith (2021). Speaking French fluently is advantageous for those working in international
relations and for diplomats.

Economic Significance: Given that France has one of the largest economies in the world, the
language is extremely important economically. Patel highlights that learning French provides
access to prosperous markets in France as well as Francophone nations in Africa and Canada.
Patel (2019). French language proficiency is highly valued by many multinational corporations,
as they seek to expand their global reach.

Language of Instruction: At both the primary and postsecondary levels, French is a language of
instruction. Numerous nations support cultural exchange initiatives with French-speaking
countries and provide French language instruction. Learning French, as recommended by
Harnack, provides access to high-quality education in France, where prestigious universities like
the Sorbonne draw students from all over the world. Harnack (2018).

Global Citizenship: Speaking French fluently enables people to participate in international
discourse, which promotes a feeling of global citizenship. Multilingualism, especially in French,
broadens one's worldview and fosters cross-cultural understanding, as Dufresne notes. The
Dufresne (2016).

Beyond linguistic barriers, the French language is vital for culture, diplomacy, economics,
education, and creating a sense of global interconnectedness. Its diverse function demonstrates
its ongoing significance in the contemporary world.

Definition of Poverty

Beyond just not having enough money, poverty is a broad and complicated concept. It covers a
variety of aspects, all of which are crucial to comprehending and resolving this worldwide
problem.

Money and Material Insufficiency: Income poverty is the most prevalent and well-known type
of poverty, characterized by a person or household's inability to pay for necessities. Smith claims
that the determination of the poverty line is typically based on income levels, with a threshold
being set. Smith, 2015. This method measures poverty by taking into account the lack of access
to basic needs such as clothing, food, housing, and medical care.

Social and Human Development: Poverty includes aspects of social and human development in
addition to financial hardship. Sen contends that the lack of opportunities and capabilities should
be the basis for understanding poverty. Sen (1999). This viewpoint highlights how people's lack
of access to healthcare, education, and social interaction limits their potential and general well-
being.
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Relative and Absolute Poverty: Poverty can be classified as either of these two terms. Relative
poverty takes into account one's financial situation in relation to other members of the
community. Absolute poverty, on the other hand, concentrates on the bare necessities of life,
which are frequently expressed in terms of caloric intake, availability to clean water, and shelter.

Multi-dimensional Approach: Academics have stressed the importance of a multi-dimensional
approach to poverty in recent years. Alkire and Foster (2011) argue that a number of indicators,
such as standard of living, health, and education, should be used to evaluate poverty. This
method acknowledges that poverty involves a variety of deprivations and is not just about
income.

Differences in Context and Culture: Recognizing that poverty is a relative concept depending
on context and culture is crucial. What constitutes poverty in one area or culture may not be the
same in another. The way that poverty is perceived and experienced is influenced by cultural
norms, societal expectations, and economic structures.

To sum up, poverty is a dynamic, multifaceted concept that encompasses more than just a lack of
income. It covers both relative and universal aspects of social and human development.

The Impact of Poverty in the 21st Century

The 21st century is characterized by a multitude of forms of poverty that impact people, societies,
and countries worldwide. This section explores the various facets of poverty in the modern world.

Health Inequalities: The two are closely related: health disparities and poverty. Poor people's
lack of access to wholesome food, clean water, and high-quality healthcare raises their mortality
rates and makes them more prone to illness. Anderson highlights that poverty frequently results
in insufficient healthcare services and unequal access to treatments that can save lives. Anderson
(2017).

Educational Barriers: One of the biggest obstacles to education is poverty. Access to high-
quality education is essential for both individual and societal growth in the twenty-first century.

However, children in impoverished communities often lack educational resources and may face
the challenge of malnutrition, which can hinder cognitive development. As Jenkins points out,
the cycle of poverty perpetuates when individuals cannot break free through education. Jenkins
(2016).

Economic Inequality: The wealth gap has widened and economic inequality has increased in
the twenty-first century. In addition to denying people access to economic opportunities, poverty
makes social and economic inequality worse. According to Stiglitz (2013), there are significant
ramifications of this inequality that affect both political stability and general societal well-being.

Social and Political Unrest: Social and political unrest can be caused by poverty.
Disenfranchised populations may resort to political movements and protests as a way of voicing
their discontent due to their lack of opportunities and economic hardship. Hernandez points out
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that there have been many examples of social unrest connected to economic inequality in the
twenty-first century. Hernandez (2019).

Environmental Impact: Poverty often intersects with environmental issues. Impoverished
communities are disproportionately affected by environmental degradation and climate change,
with limited resources to adapt or mitigate the effects. As Smith notes, environmental challenges
exacerbate the vulnerability of impoverished populations Smith (2018).

Global Economic Implications: Poverty in one region or country can have global economic
implications. Economic instability and poverty in one part of the world can affect global markets
and trade. The 21st century has demonstrated that poverty is a global concern with far-reaching
economic consequences.

In conclusion, poverty's effects in the 21st century extend to health disparities, education,
economic inequality, social and political unrest, environmental impact, and global economic
implications. Addressing poverty is not only a moral imperative but also crucial for ensuring the
stability and well-being of our interconnected world.

Causes of Poverty

Poverty is a complex issue with various underlying causes, often intertwined in a web of
economic, social, and structural factors. Understanding these causes is essential for developing
effective strategies to eradicate poverty.

Economic Inequality: Economic inequality, marked by the unequal distribution of resources
and wealth, is a fundamental cause of poverty. As Piketty argues, when a small portion of the
population controls a disproportionate share of resources, it leaves many others with limited
economic opportunities Piketty (2014).

Lack of Access to Education: A lack of access to quality education perpetuates poverty.
Education is not only a means to escape poverty but also a way to improve skills and
employability. As Chakrabarti notes, impoverished communities often lack educational
infrastructure, leading to lower levels of literacy and reduced access to job opportunities
Chakrabarti (2019).

Unemployment and Underemployment: Unemployment and underemployment are key factors
in poverty. In the 21st century, economic instability and changes in the labor market have left
many individuals without stable employment. As Davis argues, underemployment, often
characterized by low-wage jobs or precarious employment, can trap individuals and families in a
cycle of poverty Davis (2019).

Lack of Access to Healthcare: Healthcare access is a critical aspect of poverty. Inadequate
access to healthcare services can lead to health problems, high medical costs, and lost income
due to illness. As Farmer emphasizes, the absence of universal healthcare systems in many
regions exacerbates poverty Farmer (2001).
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Discrimination and Social Exclusion: Discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, or other
factors can lead to social exclusion and limited economic opportunities. Discriminatory practices
can result in unequal access to education, employment, and social services, perpetuating poverty
among marginalized groups.

Political and Institutional Factors: Political and institutional factors, such as corruption,
unstable governance, and weak rule of law, can contribute to poverty. These issues can hinder
economic development, discourage investment, and lead to the misallocation of resources.

Environmental Challenges: Environmental factors, including natural disasters, climate change,
and resource depletion, can lead to poverty. Impoverished communities are often more
vulnerable to environmental challenges and may lack the resources to adapt or recover from such
events.

In conclusion, poverty has diverse causes, rooted in economic inequality, education disparities,
unemployment, lack of access to healthcare, discrimination, political factors, and environmental
challenges. Addressing poverty effectively requires a comprehensive understanding of these
underlying causes and the development of targeted strategies.

The French Language as a Tool in Poverty Alleviation

In the pursuit of poverty alleviation, the French language holds the potential to be a valuable
instrument. Understanding the ways in which the French language can contribute to this
endeavor is essential for designing effective strategies.

Access to Employment Opportunities: Proficiency in the French language can significantly
expand one's employment opportunities. As multinational corporations continue to operate in
French-speaking regions, individuals with French language skills are better positioned to secure
jobs in various sectors, including business, international organizations, and diplomatic services.
This can help individuals break free from the cycle of unemployment and poverty.

Educational Advancement: The French language plays a crucial role in education. Many
prestigious universities, especially in France and Francophone countries, offer high-quality
education. Scholarships, exchange programs, and grants are often available to international
students who are proficient in French. As Johnson notes, this opens doors for individuals from
impoverished backgrounds to access quality education Johnson (2020).

Communication and Networking: The ability to communicate in French enhances networking
and collaboration opportunities. In a globalized world, where partnerships and international
cooperation are critical in addressing poverty, proficiency in French facilitates effective
communication with French-speaking counterparts. This can lead to collaborative efforts to
alleviate poverty on a broader scale.

Cultural Exchange and Understanding: The French language provides a means for cultural
exchange and understanding. As emphasized by Patel, cultural awareness and appreciation are
essential for addressing poverty, as they foster empathy and global citizenship Patel (2017).
Proficiency in French can enable individuals to engage with the rich cultural heritage of French-
speaking countries.
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Access to Francophone Resources: There are a plethora of Francophone resources available
through the French language. This covers scholarly publications, online content, and literature
published in French. Sharing knowledge and having access to information can help people and
communities overcome local obstacles and enhance their quality of life.

In summary, the French language is a flexible instrument for reducing poverty because it opens
up work prospects, makes it easier to further one's education, encourages networking and
communication, promotes cross-cultural interaction, and gives access to important resources.
Understanding its potential to combat poverty can help shape programs and policies meant to
empower people on an individual and community level.

Conclusion

Given its rich historical heritage and current relevance, the French language holds great promise
as a potent instrument for reducing poverty in the twenty-first century. This study has brought
attention to the French language's diverse functions and how they contribute to the fight against
poverty.

The world of the twenty-first century is marked by a multitude of social and economic
difficulties, as well as economic inequalities and unequal access to healthcare and education. All
forms of poverty still have an impact on people, communities, and countries. But having a clear
understanding of the role language plays in reducing poverty—especially the French language—
offers a distinct viewpoint.

The French language, as demonstrated, is not merely a means of communication but a gateway
to a world of opportunities. Proficiency in French expands access to employment, offers
educational advancement, facilitates cross-cultural understanding, and provides access to
resources. These opportunities, as seen in various references, can empower individuals and
communities to break free from the cycle of poverty and work towards a brighter future.

In a globalized world, where collaboration, education, and cross-cultural understanding are key
to addressing poverty, the French language emerges as a bridge to progress. Its historical and
contemporary relevance is a testament to its enduring importance.

Given its rich historical heritage and current relevance, the French language holds great promise
as a potent instrument for reducing poverty in the twenty-first century. This study has brought
attention to the French language's diverse functions and how they contribute to the fight against
poverty.

The world of the twenty-first century is marked by a multitude of social and economic
difficulties, as well as economic inequalities and unequal access to healthcare and education. All
forms of poverty still have an impact on people, communities, and countries. But having a clear
understanding of the role language plays in reducing poverty—especially the French language—
offers a distinct viewpoint.
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